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U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation announces the following Oceans, Atmosphere, Fisheries, and Coast Guard Subcommittee hearing on implementation of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.

 Mar 08 2011    10:30 AM     Russell Senate Office Building - 253 

Why are data-poor stocks are being arbitrarily shut down?

Where does MSA mandate the arbitrary use of uncertainty? Question the development of the use of uncertainty as a policy versus the MSA mandate.

Why is the selection process for Fisheries Management Council’s Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC) and Advisory Panels (AP) closed?  Are those up for appointment not open to public scrutiny?  Are the appointers not to be held accountable for their decisions?

Why does the SSC, an appointed panel, have absolute power with no accountability or oversight, to set catch limits?

Dr. Hogarth, former Assistant Administrator for National Marine Fisheries Service, himself just said that he was disappointed in NMFS for its failure to have the angler registration program in place by Jan 1 of 2009 while addressing a House briefing group on March 2, 2011.  This statement was made in front of Eric Schwaab, current NMFS AA, who turned different shades of red upon hearing the statement. Why has NMFS been allowed to ignore MSA?  Will NMFS be held accountable for its failure to obey the law?

Why was Gulf Amberjack closed to recreational anglers with five days notice using fatally flawed MRFSS as the in-season quota monitoring tool?

Annual Catch Limits (ACL) and Accountability Measures (AM) are supposed to come two years after data is improved.  

How do the stock assessment models account for the cyclical nature of the fisheries?  

Why are we managing to the bottom of the range of scientific and management uncertainty?

Why is Maximum Sustainable Yield being lowered and renamed as Over Fishing Limit?  

Why are the fishermen being penalized for up-swings and down-tuns in the fisheries?

Is there ever an instance where fishermen are catching more or catching less that would be perceived as a POSITIVE sign?

