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Short version of FRA suggested talking points for Gulf Amendment 32

Say it five times fast

MAGNUSON – STEVENS …

Surprising how many people who are in the process mistakenly say stevenson when referring to the act.

Again- five times fast

MAGNUSON-STEVENS… 

The points 

Fatally flawed MRFSS data and Red Tide science fiction are about to unnecessarily cause a $2 billion dollar annual loss to Gulf States, including thousands of jobs.

Red Tide DID NOT kill 20-30% of all gulf grouper in 2005.

Fatally flawed data is overestimating recreational fishing effort and landings.  These fatally flawed overestimates are about to cause damaging closures. 
Annual Catch Limits (ACL), Annual Catch Targets (ACT) and the resulting Accountability Measures (AM) cannot rely on fatally flawed data, nor can ACL’s, ACT’s and AM’s be developed until information from the new rec reporting system is useable, according to Magnuson-Stevens Reauthorization Act.

There are two pending lawsuits regarding this ignoring of Magnuson.  We will not be taken for a ride.

The attempt to hide a reduction is our Maximum Sustainable Yield through the use of the ABC-acronym shell game did not go unnoticed.

Efforts should be made in improving data collection and recreational estimates, per the Magnuson-Stevens Act.  

Why do accountability measures only go one way – against the angler?

When accountability measures are created, they must include not just taking away but giving back.

Current rec estimates are not even complete until halfway through the following year.  Better estimates are years away. No Accountability Measures would be reliable or acceptable until recreational estimates are improved.
Commercial Red Snapper discards due to IFQ's are ignored.  WHY?  It has been reported as excessive by most commercial operators.

This is a whitewash job that ignores HUGE numbers of dead discards.
We have called for a 24” gag minimum size for years.  Discard mortality will not cause the landings to increase.  

We feel ignored on this issue.

Keeping the first fish caught is another attempt to kill recreational fishing effort.

Individual fish tags for use in identifying legal possession of recreational catch have no history and hold no promise.  Spend the money fixing the fatally flawed system of recreational estimates.

The Council’s new data collection committee is stacked with catch share advocates and non-resident advocates.

97% of Gulf recreational fishing trips are shore or private/rental boat trips captained by non-professional anglers.  Where is the 33 to 1 ratio of private to pro/hired captains?  
Individual Fishing Quotas have caused the HUGE commercial bycatch of Red Snapper in the Gulf of Mexico to be ignored.  Why?

First fish caught is another attempt to eliminate fishing effort at all costs. The idea completely ignores the biological implications, much like the commercial Red Snapper IFQ idea.

Sector separation – 97% of Gulf recreational anglers and 90% of licensed professional captains agree-

Separate what?  The recreational angler from his right to fish?  From his money when he has to rent that right to fish from another?

Separate those greedy individuals from the recreational angler.  

There are only two sectors where catch is concerned:  Commercial and recreational.  For profit or for fun.
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