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November 13, 2007

Secretary Carlos M. Gutierrez
U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20230

Dear Secretary Gutierrez:

The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council (Council) has recently become aware of a draft proposal by the National Ocean Service (NOS) to create an international network of marine protected areas (MPAs) in the Gulf of Mexico.  The Council is concerned about the process used to develop these proposed MPAs, and the lack of public involvement during their development.

The Council is one of eight regional fishery management councils that were established by the Fishery Conservation and Management Act in 1976 (reauthorized as the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act in 2007). The Council prepares fishery management plans for fishery resources in the Exclusive Economic Zone of the Gulf of Mexico.  The Council is responsible for designating essential fish habitat (EFH) and Habitat Areas of Particular Concern (HAPCs) in the Gulf of Mexico.  The Council has also been involved in creating MPAs in the Gulf of Mexico.

The Council recommends that all MPA creation proposals involve the Council and come through the Council’s process for creating MPAs.  The Council also recommends that all MPA creation proposals apply the principles and processes for the development of a national system of MPAs developed by the MPA Federal Advisory Committee paying particular attention to involving the public during all stages of MPA creation.  Presidential Executive Order 13158 on MPAs directed the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the Department of the Interior to work with other federal agencies and consult with states, territories, tribes, and the public to develop a scientifically based, comprehensive national system of MPAs.  The NOS draft proposal has not involved any of these groups so far, and the Council would like to see this lack of consultation change if the proposal is to proceed. 

We appreciate your consideration of our recommendations.  If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact the Council.

Sincerely,

Dr. Thomas McIlwain

Chairman

C:
Secretary of the Interior


MPA Federal Advisory Committee


William Hogarth


Gulf Council and Staff
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